


















■.ladder Memorial Presbyterian Church - 

-tony Bottom. 

^ - *“» "as « ? res bytsrian or SMlM t it ,n of ^ 

n *.« *‘iver as there here twelve or ftftS8a ^ 

" ' “ Jrift “° a « Bottom as It was later caUe 4 

it was aa Tisai le to or 3 ani Z e these members into . 

rvr^ “ 6h “ Bi ‘ T11£lr ““«■“» «. hew at 
7 “ U, ~ ob ^- -»“*« Church at nunmore, ■ nl 

—wton Ohurch at Clinton, frora v;M ch ^ ^ 

S ;r; t64 b? SU ° h ° bStaBleS - *> — « almost wholly their 
atternanee at the services of these churches. 

'-therefore the Presbytery of <Wbrler at its sprit* 

S “ 8l0n C6l ° h B=S hela “ Klk 01t y- ttv 8 - 12 , 1 £ S4 oxhered 

itS eVafl3ellSt ‘ ;e? * J# U - olc ^ visit The field aunn: 

tLC SJC “ er r ' lth the Viev; of o^eanizins a church should the 

bS ClSSr ‘ he Began a series of services 

in the school house on the night of .ugust 6, 1£ &4 ,nd 

«°nnnuea to preach with much power until the night of 

-i.gust l£, 1094. 

^ Friday nig.it -ugust 17, let* driftwood -Lurch vta 
■ - J. L, Sloafl assisted by ...v, L. F. «lez- 
-r. sixteen :..c icrs enrolled. fhe following aeubers 


V. r 


Cv;r „i ficete f-on —anter -Puroh, -unnore'/ 


a received. 




- J0L bonta s Sounty 


i..r. .1.. K. Uysard 
l~ s. L. £j. ->ysi rd 
Miss -^ccsie nysard 
i..iss Claudia .ysurd 
itr s • —• M» Meeks 

Mrs. Cora nay . * 

Mrs . Hannah McLaughlin 
4 , lira. Haney McCloud 

lli-s. Mary Tollman 
Mrs. Martlienia McLaughlin 

The following persons were received from Liberty .Lurch 

at ^rsenbani: by certificate: 

Mr. jillen lalfcrd 
Mrs. Uancy Salford 

Mr. .John E. Moyle was received from the Larlinton 
Presbyterian -Lurch and Mrs. Mary Elisa Salford from the 11. L. 
ohurch -oath. Mr. r. i:. Meelca and Miss ^lanehe LsL&u him 
■ere received on profession of their faith in Christ. 

x.’cse persons raving entered into a covenant to walk 
u0; ' e ■ i - er - £ cn organized church on the principles ana orders 
--l -ue rresoyteri-sn church, then proceeded to elect officers, 

• r. n. 1 ,.. uysard who was a ruling elder in the Dunmore church 
‘•'“ s -nuninouely chosen as elder and duly installed. Lx. J. 

* x> ^ e V ' LS elected a de con out his ordination end inst- 
ir ratio:. were postponed to • future date that he might have 
-'~' r ‘-unity to acquaint himself with the requirements end 
i-s of xlie office and the confession of Faith. 
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should be Jr 1ftwood. 

Judge Junes ..urwiolc guve the church u choice of two 
locations for a church hulldinc- One locution -..us on the 
hill ..hero hr. I. B. Burngardner ’ s Louse now stands, the other 
v.ss up the rood on -Ik ^ick. lun where the present church stands. 
The church building was started about u year after the orgen- 
ization. Several years elapsed before the building v.es con- 
‘ ‘ ‘plated. The church records do not show in what year the 
building was dedicated but it was thought to be about august, 
KOI. 

xiev. j£. F. Alexander who was stated supply at the tine 
of the organization died Lay 6, 1695 before the church was 
built. He is buried at Greenbank in the church yard at 
liberty Church. 

The dedicatory sermon was preached by the lev. J. 

Sloan. Rev. Henry McLaughlin was then a seminary stu¬ 
dent supplying the church during the summer months. 

On July 14, 1901 at a meeting of the session a mo¬ 
tion was made to call a congregational meeting for the fourth 
ounday of ..ugust to ascertain the sentiment of the congrega¬ 
tion as to changing the name of Driftwood Church to Alex¬ 
ander j-emorial Church in memory of Bev. H. F. Alexander who 
was so active in promoting the organization and building of 
the church. The records do not show that the name was 
changed although in one instance it was spoken or as 
- J exander Memorial Chapel, after which it was called Drift- 
wood. 





- 4 - 


- V J 


in l- a y w*. pastor Hev. J, Phorr oalled Motter 

consrssational meeting ana it „as decWej b F a large Tote t0 

change the name to Alexander Memorial Church. 

In toy 1905 a congregational meeting fas held for the 

purpose or electing a ruling elder and deacon, the elder Mr. 

A. K. Jys rd having moved from the vicinity. Hp . John H _ 

Doyle was elected elder and v vj v-„i 

na Jv “ r - L - w - ^ks was elected deacon* 

3otl1 officers were duly ordained and installed. 

•■men Alexander Memorial Church w as organized, it was 
grouped Hits the Presbyterian Churches at Dunmore and a reen - 
danlc. oeverel years later it was changed and grouped with 

Linwood and ilingo and in 1630 it was again changed and grouped 
with Cass. 


?or a number or years until 1S30 mission points of the 
cnuroh were Clover Lick, Poage Lane and Thomas opring school 

house on Clover Creek. 

In uxUgus t , 1929 Hev. 0. N. Miles assisted Dy Hev. Pred 
... Gray held a series of revival meetings. As a result of 
these services eighteen new members were added to the church, 
xhr-e of these were adu_ts and the rest were young people. 

In ,«.pril 1S30, Hev. 0. N . Miles who had been pastor for 
• -.t „..elve .ears moved to Marlinton to take over some new 
* -• ■'tle;:ander Memorial Church which had been grouped with 
>he x.irn.ood-]viingo field was now grouped with Cass, end the 
p_cLor from that church, Hev. James T. Pharr took over this work. 

‘ • ^ jtirr iV?as held a revival each year with the exception of 
one. rhe ministers assisting him have been: 
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fooohontaa County 


“' eV * J< D * Wilson of Lcarbro, y 6 . 
rfev. G. o. Yount of Huttonsvilie, W . V a. 

Hev. A. If. Brown of Ronceverte, W . Va. 

Rev. Marlin Curry of Lewis burg, v/# Va> 

Officers of the church: 

i.Iinistars and students: 

Kev. B. F. -lexander 1894 . 1095 

Hev. H. IV. MoLaughim, j. D . student 18g6 

pastor 1900 - 19 04 


r? rr 


-Rev. Ri S. Fultz - 
Lev. V/. u. Bain - 
Rev. a. B. Hannah 
Rev. h. H. Leach 
Rev. W. P. Gibbs 
--■ev. p. Gibbs - pastor 
J. Flint ( student) 
nev. 0. Jf. Miles - pastor - 
Lev. j . p. Pharr 


1904 - 1906 
1907 - 1909 

student ) date unknown 
" 

until about 1916 


1917 

1916 - 1950 
1930 - to present 


LinlSter ° ir ° n ZbB tarlinton Presbyterian Church the preachec 
Bt JaeXaadSr ] " IeDOriSl church was without a pastor 


’.vere: 


Rev. Via. T. Price 
Rev. g. w. Nickell 
Rev. j. lAm /alker 

lders: 

i,,r * K * ^ysard 1894 - 1905 
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John iJoyle 19C£ - 1938 

i “ r * John E - ^vener 19Cf - present 

beacons: 

Lr. John ^-oyio _ 1 c i Q 5 

K * '••• ^ eeks lQCc - present 

J -r. i'red i.icLaughlin Pre-est 

Hr• Paul Hevener r 

* v % 

hir. Otlio Shields 
Trustees: 

iiir. John p. Hevener 
J.:r. John Joyle 
J '*r. Guy Tall man 

n i story of the church for the year 1935-1937 
Pastor - ^ev. James Timothy Pharr 

The first important event in the history of this church 
uuring year 1936 was the spring meeting of Presbytery v:hich 
held in uhe Kuttonsville G.'.urch in April. Alexander I.em- 
orial i.as represented by lwr. John E. Joyle. *.t this meeting 
j.rt_soytery was invited to meet at Stony Bottom for the fall 
meeting on oept. 29. The members of the congregation soon 
began to plan as to what repairs should b6 made on the church 
building and lawn. The paster presented the church with e . 
c.jOCiC Jor fifty dollars to oe -sed as the session desired for 
fep. iring and painting. It 7 -s decided that a part of the 
'■■oney snould he used to buy paint and that the men of the 
congregation would apply it tc the exterior. Lumber was 
purchased end the building underpinned. Cn several different 
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days the non hauled rocks and dirt and leveled off the lewn. 

The orian’s auxiliary had some money in the treasury to 
be used l'or the church. The amount v.-as small so the ladies 
decided a new pulpit chair was needed most of all. Lfter 
looking at catalogs of church furniture, it yice discovered that 
there was not enough money to byy a chair. One or the members 
donated some nice oak and a carpenter in the community made a 
chair and communion table. Other minor repairs were made. 

The last day of July the pastor commenced a ten day 
revival meeting. several children were baptised and liree 
joined the church . 

During the month of Lay, the community had the :leisure 
of having with them Miss Margaret Pritchard, a medical mission¬ 
ary to Lores who gave a very interesting lecture about her 
'..orB:. On another occasion Lev. _.d Currie a missionary to 

China told of his work. 


on the second ounday in Dept ember, the ..6V. henry ... 
t:CDau;;'.lin, preached at this church. On aept. 29, Presby¬ 

tery convened at 1:30 P.L. Phis was the first time such a 
meeting had ever been held at Dtony nctv.cn. .here was e good 

attendance of delegates and several guests. Lev. J. K. oy- 

Dnstricker, a missionary heme on furlough from Brazil, was 
cl-cted i..oderator, other guest speakers were: Dx. Blakely 

pastor of ‘he first -resbyterian Church in Staunton, Virginia 
-rd ..cv. Jurrie. Tom ^hina. ~t this meeting Lr. P. K. oo;.le 

' as no.iinated as a uclejate to general assembly which meets 

tt ..ontreat, ..orth Caroline. 


■i vuuiiontLs co 


unty 


— c 


:.istory of :. uc church 1037 - i 93e 

' - : emiflS -• * «• - ylB , haa theprlv . 
J ° ° f beln ' : ° f ths «-~t atlTes or vreenbri er 

?'■’ tC ^ 3oa ** X --aet t t U,ntr.,t. I.crth 

m $m» IS, while the eon i oa res 

. ‘ SMi l ed f0r - iVine "•° rslll P. *071. save a report or hie 

- tten!snce to the assembly. 

Un J es? “°’ ^ H * C * ^ Win ’ &n el4 « ^ the Male* church, 
wrj£n " a ' e > 7il - inia » wh0 i3 chairman of the Presbytery’s Cor,- 
::ittSG ° n " e annuity Fund, addressed the congrega- 

tion upon this subject. The Session discussed tie cturche’s 

qUOta ° f 0ne huadred ®ib*Hty-nlne dollars and decided that it 
'•vould be impossible to raise that large amount, so the c^ota 
v.as lowered to one hundred forty dollars. i?he session ap¬ 
pointed a committee to canvass the members and see how much 
.vn«y could &e obtained. llembers of the committee v.ere: 

uoyle » '“ r * - raul tlevener, miss i-ary -evener. fhe result, 
of tx.e canvass was one hundred twenty-six dollars, obtained 

la x' led des nd cash. seventy dollars and fifty cents being 

paid in cash. 

J ‘t -^is session meeting the time for the revival meeting 
••os li scussed, and it was decided to begin this meeting on 
“ ,ly ‘ :r > - >ev * d. Brown of -.enick, \.6st Virginia ossist- 

t '"° Pastor, -.tv. dames f. i 1’fcis meeting resulted in 

seventeen persons mating a profession of faith. 
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i’octihontas County 


°n Oct. 28 l o^n +u 

i-s ln the deat ; of Jo e ■“*■»•* a real 

the — 

*»i»* January, 1 939 Dr . T . a . 3tlxm4> a ^ 

“ ■ t0 the a4UltS ° f the Ee tola or some or tl5 

many Interesting experiences in .fries as a physician. The 

foreign mission offering during January was ten dollars and 
-ive cents. 

In 1938 there were eighty-one quarts of fruit canned and 
sent to the ilavis Stuart School. Nearly every family tool£ 

part in helping with this. The home mission offering was 
sixteen dollars. 
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"omen ' s ..ux iliary. 

in Pebruary i sa , te ,. ^ nn4 , Js _ D> t 

• r.sbjrtMi.1 pr.U4.nt, Mt „ ith tho la . ies ^ church ror 

X ‘ l ”' e °‘ ° r c,anizing a women’s auxiliary. Miss Cornelit- 
-1 was elected president, Mrs. 1. B. Bungardneri Vice-pres. 

• liss -ary ..evener, Secretary, and Mrs. D. L. Beverage, Trees. 
i.^s .vas the first group of women ever to be organized at stony 
Bottom :or cnurch work of any kind although in previous years 
the women had been active in their interest for the welfare of 
the church. They helped raise money to paint the church both 
inside and out. They collected money to bpy a new Bible end new 
hymn books. 

In 1S34 the ladies of the church saved their Sunday eggs and 
bought hymn books for the church.... . 

■r.t this time there were twenty members in the auxiliary, 
but only eight could be called active members or the auxiliary. 
They were very generous in ell of their benevolent girts. 

Lore interest was taken by the ladies during the year 
i937-38. They filled one hundred quart jars with rruit, honey 
and vegetables for the Bsvis Stuart School. Ten dollars was 
given to the Ministers’ annuity Fund. The women saved their 
eggs on the Sunday preceeding Easter and gave the money for 
church repairs. 

In Feb. 19 39 the ,-uxiliery met at the home of Its. 

- .ields for the purpose of electing officers. The following 

were elected: 

rre,-ident - Virginia Kevener 

. - r<5 . t l .aMgjll i P 

wan in one 


4.50 
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bUt there has bee » a Sunday ochool at otony bottom 
since before 1879. The , 

fl ~ sb ‘-•unday ochool was held in en 

sc..l. ol house which stood near where the road crosses 
k -lick Bun -Light near the town or btony Bottom. Mr. B. R. 
sj le v.aS the lirst superintendent that anyone now living 
° jn enember. Hr. B. H. Barnett was Superintendent for 
*3bout twenty years. Other Superintendents have been: 

"* r ‘• hiOore, J. R. Hevener, J. K. Doyle and Fred mcLaurhlin, 
the present superintendent. Teachers were: Lx. and Lrs. a. 
ii. Dysard, '.V. R. Moore, and J. H. Doyle. 

The teachers for 1935-36 were as follows: 


John R. Hevener 


- Bible Class 


Miss Mary Hevener - Senior girls 


Haul Hevener 


- Senior bops 


Miss Cornelia Pritchard - Intermediate 
Miss Virginia Hevener - Juniors 
Mrs. Fred McLaughlin - Primary 

Owing .to distance and bad roads the Sunday School was 
not continued through the winter months until about the year 
of 1915 when it became on ”evergreen" Sunday School End has 
continued so until the present time. 

In January, 1938 the members of the Sunday school voted 
to have ounday -chool it two o’clock. P. M. during the vinter 
months, as this hour was more convenient ror those who lived 
at a distance. 


A 


2.00 






»lit; 

»r 

m .w*. 
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-•tic'* of -. • ,r»»t|ttrUD Ct.ur«t»« 
■ ntiaM, north C*rcH»» 

« -l*««ft 4 er Ctwrob - 

*/ !*• Virginia hevanar 

•f ♦ «*ura t»ur« - Courtnay 











